
Phonics and Early Reading 
and Writing in Reception

How do we teach your child to read?
How can you help your child with reading at home?







Phonics

Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and 

write. It helps children hear, identify and use different 

sounds that distinguish one word from another in the 

English language.

Written language can be compared to a code, so knowing 

the sounds of individual letters and how those letters 

sound when they’re combined will help children decode 

words as they read.



Phase 2 Phonemes



Pure sounds
‘t’ rather than ‘tu’
‘d’ rather than ‘du’
‘p’ rather than ‘pu’
‘mm’ rather than ‘mu’ 

Supports blending ‘t-o-p’ 
rather than ‘tu-o-pu’



Pushing sounds together to read a word

h-a-t blending to make ‘hat’

Blending to read

Segmenting to write
Breaking up the sounds

fog becomes f-o-g
Alphablocks

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks


Phase 3 Phonemes



Two letters that make one sound
‘ch’, ‘oa’, ‘ng’

chip     goat     sing

Digraphs

Trigraphs

Three letters that make one sound

hear fair night



Pushing sounds together to read a word

f-ee-t blending to make ‘feet’

Blending to read

Segmenting to write
Breaking up the sounds

rain becomes r-ai-n



Words which can’t be sounded out. 

was      all      they

Children need to learn to read these by sight/from 
memory 

Tricky words



Phase 2 Tricky Words

phonemes tricky words



Phase 3 Tricky Words

phonemes tricky words











Sharing books

Learning 100 high frequency words 
gives a beginner reader access to 50% 
of virtually any text, whether a 
children's book or a newspaper 
report.





Illustrations matter!





Picture 
cues

Sight words

Talk 
about 

the story



Early Writing 
Spelling words correctly is not important at this 
stage. 

Encourage your child to write the sounds that they 
can hear in a word. 





At home:

Look at signs, letters, maps, magazines together

Share a book together every day – encourage a love of reading

Support child to read decodable text (record in reading record)

Purposeful opportunities to write initial sounds 



Any Questions?


