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Begbrook News
An action-packed term ahead of us…
We have so many things to look forward to this term, but we must start off by saying a huge thank you
to everyone who came and supported our Diwali Sweet Treat Sale last week. The children produced
some delicious treats for the sale and they look absolutely incredible! We managed to raise a fantastic
£275 which will be added to our PTFA funds to support our school. Thank you also to our volunteers –
we really appreciated your help in setting up, selling the treats and clearing away.
This week we have been celebrating STEM week and World Science Day. We talked about how
everyone could be a scientist and how important scientists are to our everyday life. We also spoke
about how the skills we use in science can be applied in our everyday lives and we managed to think of
many different jobs that use these skills every day! Every child this week has been a scientist or
designer, using their working scientifically skills such as observing, carrying out experiments and
discussing their findings to explore and answer questions about the world.
As you may be aware, next Friday 19th November is Children in Need day. Our children have decided
that they would like to raise money for this by coming into school dressed in their pyjamas! We are
suggesting donations of £1 and this money will be collected in buckets on the school gates at the
beginning and end of the day.
Next week is anti-bullying week. In preparation for this, our safeguarding team have worked together to
update our Child Friendly Anti-Bullying Policy, which will be shared with the children next week. This
leaflet will appear on our website shortly and can also be found in the office area if you wish to see it.
Children will take part in a themed assembly on Monday and will be doing pupil voice questionnaires
later in the week.
As well as all of that, we are starting to think about Christmas… Next week, each class will be recording
a song with a professional recording company and those songs will be put together and turned into a
CD. The children have been practising really hard for this (and so have our staff – look out for the staff
song!) We will let you know more information soon about how you can go about purchasing the CD.
The PTFA are busy beginning to organise Winterfest and other events, and more information about this
can be found below. We are keeping our fingers crossed that all our plans – Christmas Dinner days,
Christmas Shop, Reception and Y1 Nativity – will be able to go ahead this year and that Covid-19 will not
get in the way. We will keep you updated if there are any changes, but for now join us in keeping your
fingers crossed that everything will go ahead as planned.
And finally, we are proud to say that Aspens, our catering provider, have had a visit from environmental
health and are keeping their 5-star rating. Congratulations to them!
Mr Munro, Mrs Hine and Miss Adams

Our School Library is OPEN!
To encourage reading for pleasure, we are pleased to announce that our library will be opening every
Tuesday from 3.30 to 4.20pm for parents to come along with their children to choose a book to take
home to read. We have a wonderful collection of story books, fiction novels and non-fiction books
ready to take home and enjoy. Parents may take out one or two books at a time to share with their
children at home. You may return the books the following week or send them back to school with your
child at any time. Parents and children can access the library via the playground. We look forward to
welcoming you all.
Ms Rhiannon

PTFA Corner
Firstly, a big thank you to everyone who supported the cake sale last week and all the children who
made delicious biscuits, fudge and sweet treats for the sale. As usual it was a great success and we
raised over £250.
24th November – New parents, welcome evening. 7.30pm Please come and join us in the school hall for some drinks and nibbles. If you’ve ever thought you’d like
to be part of the PTFA or want to help but not sure what it’s all about and how you can help, then we
hope this will be an informal evening just to meet the current committee and find out more about what
we do and what we have planned. We’ll also go over last years’ events and what we raised. We’d love
to see you there, please come and say hi!
10th December – Christmas shop –
Thanks to everyone who has been in touch so far to help wrap the presents. This time last year, we
were organising a remote shop, so it’s so great to know that this year, the children will be able to pick
their own presents in person. We have a great selection of gifts available, the usual favourites as well as
some new ones. If you have some spare time to wrap presents then please get in touch, and also if you
think you might be able to spare a couple of hours on the day then we’d love to hear from you. It’s
such a lovely event to help at.
Winterfest is back and confirmed for the 15th December, 3.30pm -5.30pm.
The children will all be performing a song as a year group and we hope to be able to bring
refreshments, food and some games to the event as well. It’s such good news to know that we can run
this again this year so please get involved if you can. We want to make the most of the event and will
need plenty of help from volunteers! We only need half an hour of your time, to either set up, clear
down or help serve drinks or food etc, so please do let us know if you think you might be able to
help. Just send us an email to let us know if you are available.
The Big PTA Christmas Raffle This year, we are excited to announce that we have joined The Big PTA Christmas Raffle. After the last
18 months, we are determined to get our fundraising back on track and this is an opportunity to have
some fun and raise money for our school. Please click on the link to find out more information about
how it works:
https://www.bigptaraffle.co.uk/support/begbrook-primary-school-bs16
For every ticket purchased, you will have 12 chances to win up to £5,000! At the same time, we will
raise 50% from every ticket sold supporting our PTA. It's a fantastic way to bring parents, carers,
teachers and the wider community together, in partnership with our PTA, and at the same time give
something back. We hope to raise funds that can support and enrich the kids education by improving
their outdoor space. Your support is greatly appreciated and we wish you good luck!

Many thanks
Begbrook PTFA
PTFA@bpa.cabot.ac.uk

Online Safety
Parenting in a digital age: It’s good to talk
You don’t need to be an expert on the internet. If you want to know what your child is doing online, the best
thing you can do is talk to them about it. Children love to talk. Ask your child to show you their favourite things to
do online, and take an interest in what they do – just like you would their day at school.
Talk about the good stuff, not just the bad
Sometimes, as adults, we’re guilty of only talking about online activity when we’re annoyed about it, or thinking
about confiscating a device. It’s helpful to find time to just be curious, interested, and to praise children for their
creativity online and remind ourselves how amazing technology can be. To help with this, why not try playing
their favourite game with them? By having balanced discussions about our children’s online activities, and
reinforcing our role as someone they can talk to, they’re more likely to come to us when they’re worried or
concerned.
Click the link for a further 3-4 min read / information on this topic.
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/parenting-in-a-digital-age-it-s-good-to-talk/

Volunteers
Are you interested in volunteering at Begbrook? Would you like to help make a difference to the
experiences our children receive at school? If so, we would love to hear from you! You could volunteer
in a number of ways:
- Parent readers
- Supporting or running an after-school club
- Help with educational trips and visits - Classroom support e.g. Art, DT (cooking/sewing/projects)
Please complete a form (click here) to register your interest in being a volunteer and we will be in touch
with you as soon as possible.

Attendance reminder
As you know, at Begbrook we ask just ONE BIG THING – for children to be in school every day that
they are able to.
All children should arrive at school between 8:45-9:00am. At 9:00am, the gates will be closed and
children arriving after that time will need to be dropped off at the Late Door, which can be accessed
around the corner of the Main Reception. Class and dinner registers are completed by 9am so children
arriving after this time need to give their lunch options to the adults at the Late Door.
If your child is absent, on the first day please contact the school to let us know. You can do this by going
to the contact page on our website and completing the ‘Reporting my child absent’ form https://begbrookprimaryacademy.clf.uk/contact-us/ Alternatively, please ring the school office and
leave a message. If we do not hear why your child is not in school, we have to make contact with you
on the first day of absence. Please support us by communicating as early as possible if your child will
not be in school.
If you have concerns or questions regarding attendance, please contact Zoe Sutton (family support
worker and attendance lead) or a member of the Principal Team. Thank you for your support with this.

Community Links
After School Family Fun

Oldbury Court Children's Centre is running an After School
Family Fun group on Mondays from 15.15 - 16.30. It's a
space for parents to bring their child/ren of any age
and they provide a snack and drink, internet access for
homework, seasonal crafts, board games, a reading corner
and lots more!
It's a drop-in group so no need to book and families can
arrive at any time within the slot.

English for Speakers of Other
Languages

National Sleep Helpline

One in four children in the UK are not getting enough sleep,
this has an impact on their behaviour and ability to learn, as
well as their physical health.
Our free helpline is run by trained sleep advisors who can
talk to young people directly, or parents (we can also talk
to parents about their own sleep issues).

Strykers Football Academy
Football training has started again and there are
plenty of spaces still available. If you are interested,
please click on the link to the website:
https://www.strykersfa.com/
Stapleton School of Dancing

We still have spaces available so if you are interested
in joining us, please contact us using the details above.

There are still spaces available for this class. Please
use the contact details above if you would like your
child to attend.

Begbrook Photo Board

Y5 children have been designers as part of STEM week. Here they
are, exploring different ways to build structures and thinking about
how to ensure they are sturdy – amazing concentration shown!

The children
loved
making the
Diwali
sweets and
treats for
the sale and
they were
absolutely
delicious!
Well done
everyone!

Year 1 children were being musicians last week, and as part of this they took part in a whole
class African Drumming session. Huge thanks to Ben, our wonderful music teacher, for
leading this experience for our children – they loved it!

